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SUBJECT: FCC ACTION ON TRANSATLANTIC SUBMARINE CABLE. 

DURING COURSE OF FEBRUARY 15 TELEPHONE CONVERSATION 
BETWEEN EMBASSY TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATIONS 
OFFICER (ATTEMPTING TO ARRANGE INITIAL COURTESY CALL 
ON FRENCH PTT) AND M. GRENIER (ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR FOR 
INTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS AFFAIRS). GRENIER 
REFERRED TO RECENT FCC ACTION DISAPPROVING NEW 
TRANSATLANTIC CABLE. HE INDICATED GOF WAS QUITE UPSET 
BY THIS AND THAT THE FRENCH AMBASSADOR IN WASHINGTON 
WAS BEING INSTRUCTED TO PROTEST. WE WILL BE MEETING 
SHORTLY WITH GRENIER AND WILL REPORT FURTHER AS 
APPROPRIATE. IN THE MEANTIME WE WOULD APPRECIATE 
BEING ADVISED OF ANY FRENCH DEMARCHE, BACKGROUND ON 
ISSUE, AND GUIDANCE FOR OUR CONVERSATIONS HERE. 
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